Strategy Note 309, 1 April 2025

Exchange prevents democracy

Last week's Strategy Note 308 said wealthy people organize to
prevent democracy.

They usually use indirect methods such as campaign
contributions. When they feel in serious danger, they will use
more direct methods to impose their desires.

Within the wealthy fraction of an exchange economy, a conflict
often exists between those who prefer to rule by indirect methods
and those who prefer to rule directly.

In the United States, the Democratic Party generally serves the
wealthy who prefer indirect methods while the Trumpists have
captured the Republican Party for the wealthy who prefer direct
methods. Neither indirect rule by the wealthy nor direct rule by the
wealthy will create a society good for working people.

Serious differences exist between the societies likely to result from
governments dominated by those two parties. However, neither
party shows any likeliness to create a democratic society
controlled by working people.

Any economy that includes exchange will tend to create
increasing inequality of wealth, to concentrate political authority, to
exclude poor people and working people from political influence,
and to weaken the organizations of working people (such as
unions).

To achieve a world good for working people, we must eliminate
exchange.
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