Strategy Note 302, 11 February 2025

Every 99 minutes

In December the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS, an agency of
the United States government) released its "National Census of
Fatal Occupational Injuries in 2023."

Working people deserve to read this report (ten pages, mostly
tables and charts) and to discuss it.

The report:
* only covers the United States.
* reports counts of confirmed job-related deaths, not survey
results.
» covers 2023, over a year ago.

Some key points:

» Jobs have killed about 5,000 workers every year for a decade.

« Jobs killed 5,283 workers in 2023, down 3.7% from the recent
high of 5,486 in 2022.

» The number of working people changes each year, but the rate
at which jobs kill us remains remarkably constant.

* "A worker died every 99 minutes from a work-related injury in
2023 compared to 96 minutes in 2022."

* Women die from work-related homicides more than twice as
often as men.

The report and its related data on the BLS website offer
breakdowns of the numbers by industry and by demographics of
the people who died.

The report doesn't ask the most important question: Why do these
workplace deaths happen?
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